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The Runaway  Scrape  Oak 
 

 This  year ’s  award  fea tu res  a  pa in t ing  by Texas  a r t i s t  
Ronnie  Wel ls  of  Sa lado .  I t  i s  the  n in th  in  a  se r ies  of  h is tor ic  
t ree  pa in t ings  commiss ioned  by the  Texas  Fores t  Serv ice .  
The  pa in t ing  depic ts  The  Runaway Scrape  Oak .  At  the  foo t  
of  th is  g ian t  l ive  oak ,  Genera l  Sam Houston  and  a  force  of  
less  than  400 Texans  camped on  the  f i r s t  n ight  of  the i r  
h is tor ic  re t rea t  f rom Gonzales ,  a  re t rea t  of ten  re fer red  to  as  
the  “Runaway Scrape .”  The  da te  was  March  13 ,  1836.   
  I t  was  a  t ime when the  l i fe  of  the  young Republ ic  
seemed to  be  ebbing  rap id ly .  The  Alamo had  fa l len  a  week  
before ,  and  Col .  Wil l iam B.  Travis  and  h is  ga l lan t  band  of  
187  men were  dead .  The  d iv ided  fo rces  under  Johnson and  
Grant ,  which  had  se t  ou t  to  capture  Matamoros ,  had  been  
a lmost  annih i la ted ,  a  par t  a t  San  Pa t r ic io ,  a  par t  a t  Agua  
Dulce .  Fann in  had  been  ordered  to  abandon Gol iad  and  
re t rea t  to  Vic tor ia .   
 At  sunr ise  on  March  14 ,  1836,  Hous ton  mounted  h is  
horse  under  the  famous  oak  and  to ld  h is  men,  some of  whom 
were  panic- s t r icken ,  tha t  those  who saw f i t  to  s tay  behind  
must  suf fer  the  consequences .  He  and  an  a rmy of  about  374  
men con t inued  eas t  to  the  Brazos  and  then  south  to  engage  
Santa  Anna  in  the  dec is ive  v ic tory  in  the  Ba t t le  of  San  
Jac in to  on  Apr i l  21 ,  1836—jus t  46  days  a f ter  the  fa l l  o f  the  
Alamo.  
 
The  Runaway Scrape  Oak i s  a  hal f  mi le  nor th  o f  Al te rnate  U.S .  
Highway 90,  ten  mi les  eas t  o f  Gonzales .  
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All award winners are requested to have their 
photos taken either before or after the program.  

Thank you. 
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Texas Community Forestry 
Awards 

 

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS 
 

2010 Texas Arborist of the Year 
Patrick Brewer 

 
PROJECT AWARDS 

 
Arboricultural Project of the Year 

Norm Hackerman Building Tree Relocation Project 
Landscape Services 

University of Texas at Austin 
 

2010 Gold Leaf 
Arbor Day Award 

Arbor Day at VFW Park 
City of Georgetown 

 
2010 Gold Leaf 

Landscape Beautification Award 
Hurricane Ike Urban Forestry Recovery Project 

Galveston Island Tree Conservancy 
Jackie Cole, President 

 
AWARDS OF MERIT 

 

2010 Statewide Arbor Day 
City of San Antonio 

 
Improvements to Bull Creek District Park 

American YouthWorks, Austin 

 

Welcome and Introductions 
John Giedraitis, Past President, Texas Chapter ISA 

 
Invocation 

Reverend David Henry 
1st United Methodist Church 

Bryan, Texas 
 

Presentation of the 
Texas Community Forestry Awards 

Jim Rooni and James Carse 

 
2010 TEXAS TREE CONFERENCE 

 
AWARDS LUNCHEON 


