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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our next award this afternoon is the 2010 Gold Leaf Award for the best Arbor Day Activities in Texas. This year’s winner is City of Grand Prairie. Will Susan Henson, City Horticulturalist please come forward to accept the 2011 Gold Leaf Award for Arbor Day.
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27 Years! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The City of Grand Prairie has been a Tree City USA for 27 years. It is the second oldest Tree City in the state of Texas. The city is very proud of this designation and strives to uphold Tree City USA status each and every year. In addition they have received the Growth Award for over 10 years! 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grand Prairie has hosted 3 State Arbor Day celebrations during it’s tenure as a Tree City USA. The last State Arbor Day was held on the 25th anniversary of the City of Grand Prairie Tree City USA designation. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
During the State Arbor Day celebration they had over 500 children from GPISD in attendance. This was just one aspect of the event that made it so special. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
A State Arbor Day Ceremony can be a chance to educate and raise awareness about trees.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The City of Grand Prairie celebrated their 25th year as a Tree City USA and their 100th year as an incorporated city. Over 1,000 people attended and each person received their own tree to plant.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The children were treated to a wonderful Arbor Day Address by Mrs. Jean Palmer.  Mrs. Palmer is the great granddaughter of J. Sterling Morton, the founder of Arbor day.  




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each child received a tree to plant, a coloring book and "Trees are Good" tattoos, provided by ISA. There was a free All American Lunch donated by Signature Landscape and an exciting climbing demonstration provided by Four Seasons Arbor Care. The children watched in amazement as the workers climbed and worked in the tree. Several were heard walking away saying "That's what I want to do when I grow up!" Maybe some little seeds of change were planted that day in the memories of the children that attended. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
That was three years ago and the tradition has continued. This year the Arbor Day Ceremony was held at the Summit. This building is Grand Prairie’s premier facility for active adults. There were over 700 children in attendance along with 400 adults resulting in a whopping 1,100 people attending. Over 1,000 trees were handed out.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Several tree programs exist in Grand Prairie and the trees from these programs are dedicated during the Arbor Day Ceremony each year. This year they dedicated trees in the Grand Prairie Living Memorial Forest, Centennial Tree Program, and Summit Guardians Program. Each program allows people to dedicate trees to individuals, groups and or organizations that people would like to memorialize with the planting of a tree.




Congratulations! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please join me in congratulating the City of Grand Prairie and all those who have made the many years of Arbor Day Activities this year’s Gold Leaf Arbor Day award winner.
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