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Safety & 
Professionalism
Our basics. Your assurance of

a job well done.
Contact the following Nelson representative  

to discuss your vegetation management needs:
John Reis at 815 341-0485

testing several systemic insecticides for prevention and control 
of soapberry borer. One of the most promising is emamectin 
benzoate (EB), recently registered by EPA for a variety of 
conifer and hardwood pests. EB has proven effective as both a 
therapeutic and preventative treatment, if the infestation is not 
too advanced at the time of injection.

There is other good news on the soapberry borer front. 
Although infestations spread rapidly in Texas from 2008-2010, 
fewer reports of new infestations are being reported in 2011. 
Indeed, most untreated soapberry trees that Don Grosman has 
been monitoring as check trees have yet to be infested, and 

infested trees with larvae are difficult to find. Whether this 
apparent population decline is due to last year’s cold winter 
temperatures, this summer’s heat and drought, or some 

unrecognized biological control has yet to 
be determined.

If you observe any active infestations 
of soapberry borer (western soapberry 
trees with flaking bark, beetle 
galleries and white larvae), or if 

you have noticed a similar decline in 
activity of this invasive pest in your neck 

of the woods, please contact Dr. Ron Billings 
at rbillings@tfs.tamu.edu. We need to determine if 
this invasive pest is no longer a threat to our native 
soapberry trees. For more information and photos 

of soapberry borer infestations, visit texasinvasives.org. n 

 Pest Post   by Ron Billings 
Welcome to Pest Post, a new column intended to keep ISAT 
members abreast of hot topics involving insects, diseases, or 
invasive plants affecting or threatening Texas’ trees. This first 
contribution is from Dr. Ron Billings, Manager, Forest Health, 
with Texas Forest Service. Other specialists may contribute 
articles for future issues.

Update on Soapberry Borer: The soapberry borer (Agrilus 
prionurus), a native of Mexico, was first reported in Travis 
County in 2003. Recent confirmed reports have documented 
attacks of this invasive pest on western soapberry trees 
in 42 counties in Texas, extending from south Texas 
to the Oklahoma border (see map). All soapberry 
trees larger than 2 inches DBH are susceptible to 
attack. Soapberry trees, the insect’s only known host, 
tend to die from the top down in 2 to 3 years. Signs 
and symptoms of attack are bark flakes 
knocked off by woodpeckers that feed on 
the larvae, winding beetle galleries evident on 
the exposed sapwood, white larvae up to an inch 
long beneath the bark, D-shaped exit holes in the 
bark, and profuse epicormic branching 
along the lower trunk. 
	
Dr. Donald Grosman (dgrosman@
tfs.tamu.edu), Coordinator of the 
Forest Pest Management Cooperative in Lufkin, has been 



13

Changing of the Guard
Editors
Adios, Pablo
By Oscar Mestas, TFS Regional Urban 
Forester, El Paso

Thanks!  And Welcome, Oscar
By Paul Johnson, TFS Regional Urban 
Forester, San Antonio
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by the Texas Chapter, International Society of Arboriculture. 
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512-292-4402
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Thank you! 
I owe a great 
big thank 
you to many 
of you. First 
off, Jeannette, 
thank you so 
much. I have 
received many 
compliments 
on the 

newsletter the past two years and really, 
they are all yours. You make a tough 
job very easy. Next, I have to thank 
all of you who have contributed to the 
newsletter. I have said it before and I 
will say it again. The newsletter is only 
as good as the material that is in it. I 
would name you each individually, but I 
am sure that I would miss someone. 

Visit our website http://bit.ly/oppVyK to 
review previous issues. We have taken 
the newsletter from black and white 
to full color and it makes a difference. 
Thank you to the ISAT board for all 
their support. I also would like to 
thank all of our advertisers. You really 
help make it possible to provide this 
newsletter to our members.

I stepped away from the newsletter so I 
can serve as Vice President this year and 
hopefully follow that up with President 
Elect, President, and the highly sought 
after position of Past President (Todd, I 
hope you serve the role of Past President 

as well and as actively as Jim did :)  My 
new position includes being chair of the 
membership committee. I would like to 
see us grow the membership this coming 
year. Please send me any ideas you 
have on bringing more people into the 
organization. What can we, ISA Texas, 
do better for you, the members?

The other item on my agenda is the 2013 
Texas Tree Conference – where would 
you like to go? What fun things should 
we do? What topics would you like us to 
cover? What would make the conference 
the best use of your time and your hard 
earned $$$? Each year the conference 
gets bigger and better. Following Susan’s 
2012 Conference is going to take a lot 
of work, so I am starting now. Please, let 
me know if you would like to help plan 
for 2013.

I am pleased that Oscar is taking over 
the reins here at newsletter central. It 
is always comforting to know that you 
are leaving your project in the hands of 
someone more capable than yourself. 
Who knows, this newsletter might be in 
3D before he is done with it. 

OK, for the last time: Please submit 
something for the January 2012 issue. 
The holidays make a mid-December 
deadline tough, so sit down, pound out 
a few hundred words and send them to 
omestas@tfs.tamu.edu  . n

So I guess 
it’s out with 
the old and in 
with the new. 
Actually I 
think I’ve got 
20 years on 
Paul so maybe 
I should be 
saying out 
with the 
youngster and in with the more mature 
guy. Okay enough political correctness. 

Thanks, Paul, for the great job you did as 
the ISAT newsletter editor.  I just hope 
I can keep carrying the Texas Forest 
Service torch as the third (as far as I 
know) TFS person to fill this position. 
and do as well as my predecessors.

I hope everyone had a great experience at 
this year’s conference; it’s always good 
to see old friends and acquaintances as 
well as making new ones.  So as the new 
sheriff in town, I’ll be the one rounding 
up articles for future newsletters.

Let’s not be shy out there, I expect to see 
a plethora of articles streaming in from 
all parts of Texas to keep this as one of 
the best darn newsletters around.  n

http://bit.ly/oppVyK
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GET YOURS ONLINE, BY PHONE OR AT A PARTICIPATING Vermeer DEALER

SherrillTree.com         800-525-8873

VALUE 250

Buy any length Poison Ivy, 
Poison Hi-vy or Superbraid 

rope and receive a  
FREE

Promo ends 12/31/11, must use promo code: ISAROPE

item
 # 33330

Texas Tree Conference
October 5–7, 2011

http://www.SherrillTree.com
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Texas Tree Conference
October 5–7, 2011
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By Mark Kroeze 

Things truly are bigger in 
Texas and that includes the 
trees! In fact, Texas has 86 
trees that are the largest 
specimens of their kind. Only 
Florida (106) and Arizona 
(87) have more. Note to 
Texans, get your binos out 
and find a couple more!

While these large trees 
quickly grab our attention 
for their size and history, 
there are those among our 
urban and natural forests that 
need our help. I would like 
to introduce you to the Rare, 
Threatened, and Endangered Trees of Texas.

After consultation with Chris Best, state botanist; Bill 
Carr, botanist for the Texas Nature Conservancy;  and Pete 
Smith of the Texas Forest Service, a number of trees were 
identified as rare, threatened, or endangered. A majority of 

this listing (non-hawthorn) 
is found in the higher 
elevations of the Trans-
Pecos. We do not have an 
accurate field assessment 
of the Trans-Pecos species 
and their response to the 
drought.  

I would argue that it would 
be possible to grow many 
of these species in urban 
areas, considering the 
various irrigation, aspect, 
and soil regimes we could 
provide to meet the needs 
of these species. 

Here is the current listing with scientific name and common 
name:

Pinus arizonica var. stormiae	 Pino real
Leitneria floridana  	 Corkwood
Ostrya chisoensis  	 Big Bend hop-hornbeam
Quercus arkansana  	 Arkansas oak
Quercus carmenensis  	 Sierra del Carmen oak
Quercus graciliformis  	 Chisos oak, slender oak
Quercus robusta  	 Robust oak
Quercus tardifolia 	 Lateleaf oak
Crataegus anamesa  	 Fort Bend hawthorn,
	 coast hawthorn
Crataegus brazoria  	 Brazoria hawthorn
Crataegus dallasiana  	 Dallas hawthorn
Crataegus poliophylla  	 Rosemary hawthorn
Crataegus stenosepala 	 Narrow-sepal hawthorn
Crataegus turnerorum  	 Turners’ hawthorn
Crataegus viburnifolia  	 Viburnum-leaf hawthorn
Crataegus warneri  	 Warner’s hawthorn
Malus ioensis var. texensis  	 Blanco crabapple
Fraxinus papillosa  	 Chihuahua ash,
	 Mexican white ash   n

Mark Kroeze is Urban Forester, City of McAllen Public 
Works, and Chair –Rare, Threatened, and Endangered 
Trees, Texas Urban Forestry Council.

Trees at the Edge

Leitneria floridana  (Corkwood). 
Photo courtesy Missouri Botanical Garden PlantFinder.

http://www.fannosaw.com
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I did my first car damage repair in 1980 on an arizona ash. I 
was Allan Brook’s production manager, had my BS in Forestry 

and my MS in Arboriculture, had never 
heard of such a thing, and was pretty sure 
that Mr. Brook was touched. Back then 
we covered the wound with roofing felt 
and sealed the edges with roofing tar or 
mastic, very messy. I went back every 
two months, removed a corner of the felt, 
peeked in and could not believe what 
I saw. After a year, the ash had 100% 
coverage of the wound. 

I have since done this to about a dozen 
trees, mostly live oaks but also one pecan 
and one red oak, and have had similar 
results. The biggest problem is getting to 
the tree within 3 days, maybe 5 days of 
the wounding. Victims will wait on the 
insurance appraisers.

I have not tried this procedure on a limb. 
The BMP (best management practices) 
says it will work on a limb. Almost all 
of the limbs we see that are damaged by 
vehicles or equipment are too low and 
need to be removed for clearances. The 
one time I did have the right situation I 
did not think about the procedure and lost 
the opportunity to try it. When you only 
do something 12 times in 35 years it’s not 
the first thing to come to mind. (I’m sure 
it has nothing to do with old age!)

Our BMP says you can use plastic or 
burlap to cover the wound. I like roofing 
felt because it is easy to work and form, 
it lasts a year in Texas heat, and it’s hard 
to see so people leave it alone. Anything 
that keeps the parenchyma cells moist will 
work. Painting the wound is not necessary 
and not recommended, but this procedure 
will work even if the wound has been 
painted. We paint the roofing felt to cover 
the roofing nails and to cover lines that are 
on the felt.

Take a look at the before and after 
pictures. This procedure works. Five years 
after the accident, the elm is still looking 
good. One spot on top of one of the major 

roots did not cover and I am seeing some decay in that area that 
has me concerned. Give it a try the next time you are asked to be 
an EMT for a damaged tree and you need to perform treeage.  n

by David Vaughan

The car struck the tree at more than 60 miles an hour. The 
teenage driver was dead and his girlfriend was in intensive 

care. The car was wrapped around a tree 
and the car battery had gone through a 
metal garage door about 25 feet from the 
tree. The 15-inch cedar elm was standing 
straight but had a large wound. A wrecker 
pulled the car from around the elm, and 
that doubled the size of the wound. Now 
we had a wound that involved 80 per cent 
of the circumference of the tree and was 3 
to 4 feet tall. Our client owned the tree and 
we got the call the next day. When they 
wait for the insurance appraisers, that call 
normally takes a week.

Our client asked what it would cost to 
remove the tree and was amazed when 
we told her we could save it and that the 
wound would be covered in a year. She was 
more surprised when we told her it would 
only cost 2 hours of labor and 50 gallons 
of fertilizer. Folks do not expect low costs, 
especially when the other guy’s insurance 
is paying for everything.

The client was skeptical, but I was 
confident in the outcome and she decided 
to let us repair the tree. Maybe my 
guarantee to remove the tree at no cost next 
year if she was not happy with the outcome 
had a little to do with her decision.  I called 
our production manager and that afternoon 
he traced some ragged bark and tacked a 
piece of roofing felt over the wound. We 
use roofing felt because it is flexible, easy 
to cut and, unlike black plastic, holds up for 
the year we want the wound covered.

A few days later the tree was fertilized. 
That’s it, very simple.

During the year after the accident, the 
elm did not show any signs of stress. Our 
client removed the roofing felt after about 
11 months. The wound was about 90% 
covered with normal looking bark and 
with normal functioning cambium under 
that surface callus. Dr. Dirk Dujesiefken, 
in his ISA podcast last October, states 
that their studies show that not only do we get normal woody 
tissue, normal bark, and normal cambium; we also have no 
discoloration and no decay under the surface callus.

‘Treeage’ for Car-Damaged Trees

The elm as it appears five years later 
(Aug. 15, 2011). t

s Original damage to the elm, hit 
by a car at 60 mph.
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San Antonio Tree 
Maintenance License 
Ordinance Amendments 
by Mark Bird, City Forester, San Antonio

Since 1997 the City of San Antonio has 
had an ordinance that requires 
individuals and businesses that provide 
tree care services to obtain a city-issued 
Tree Maintenance License (TML). We 
recognize the value of trees and their 
multiple benefits to the citizens of San 
Antonio. In 2010, our city tree preserva
tion ordinance was amended to include 
preservation and tree planting to meet a 
tree canopy goal of 40% in our area.

With our increased awareness of the 
value of trees, their economic and 
environmental benefits and under
standing the requirements for care, it is 
time to amend the Tree Maintenance 
License ordinance. The current TML has 
a minimal requirement of four CEUs for 
a three-year license and acknowledgment 
of compliance with the city Oak Wilt 
Ordinance. In an effort to raise the 
standard of tree care in San Antonio 
several amendments and incentives to the 
current TML are proposed.

These include:

•	 15 hours of CEUs by the Tree 
Maintenance License holder over the 
three-year license period

•	 Proof of liability insurance ($300,000 
minimum)

•	 Acknowledgement of our TML code of 
ethics

•	 A 50 percent reduction of license fees 
for ISA Certified Arborists

•	 The City of San Antonio Development 
Services Department will provide 10 
hours of qualifying CEUs per year

•	 The City of San Antonio Solid Waste 
Department will allow license holders 
to dump chips for free at city brush 
recycling facilities

With these changes, the City of San 
Antonio hopes to raise the standard of 
tree care services for our citizens and 
provide a path for tree care professionals 
to become Certified Tree Workers and 
Certified Arborists.  n

web
worm

by Pat Wentworth

http://web.utk.edu/~grissino/
tree rings

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/08/business/energy-
environment/08sustain.html?_r=1&emc=eta1
recycled trees

http://www.hastingsreserve.org/oakstory/LaceLichen2.html
oak info site

http://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/fact-sheets.shtml
tree facts

https://spreadsheets.google.com/ccc?key=0AigRqZlMVCvKdDd5RGZ0
NDJDRkFBUWxid2o4NnlsM2c&hl=en&authkey=CN_anqwP#gid=0
Denrochronologist spread sheet – very old trees

http://www.fertilizer101.org/
All about fertilizer

Dallas: Hottest place in Texas?
Despite recent rains, Texas is in one of the worst droughts on record and Dallas has 
just exited its worst heat wave in history. The National Weather Service reports that 
according to Texas tree-ring records, 2011 was the second worst summer drought in 
nearly 500 years.

Among Texas cities, Dallas and its trees may be the hardest hit from the summer due 
to the urban heat island effect whereby concrete retains high heat overnight. This 
heat island placed intense stress on existing trees which require cooler temperatures 
at night. An informal survey of July and August temperatures at Love Field and 
Addison Airport (which borders Dallas) showed the City of Dallas had the hottest 
night-time temperatures in Texas.

The Dallas Urban Forest Advisory Committee (UFAC) is working to implement 
measures to prevent further tree loss and to mitigate the effects of the urban heat 
island. The UFAC’s recommendations to the city council include:

1.	Water trees, not grass.
2.	Water trucks should be utilized to irrigate the city’s most critical trees.
3.	Water funds: Redirect mowing and other landscape funds to watering trees. 

UFAC also recommends that city departments develop drought response plans, 
and coordinate to ensure additional tree maintenance activities. 

For more information on UFAC’s work on behalf of stressed trees in Dallas, visit 
dallastrees.org/.   n

www

http://web.utk.edu/~grissino/
https://spreadsheets.google.com/ccc?key=0AigRqZlMVCvKdDd5RGZ0NDJDRkFBUWxid2o4NnlsM2c&hl=en&authkey=CN_anqwP#gid=0
http://www.dallastrees.org/
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2012
Academy

February 21–24, 2012
Crowne Plaza  Philadelphia, PA

Consulting
asca

ASCA’s 2012 Consulting Academy is the most 
comprehensive training experience for arborists who 
consult—as well as those ready to start consulting. 
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to participate in 
interactive workshops and lectures designed to help 
you obtain the knowledge and skills to run a successful 
consulting practice. You’ll learn:

  What to include in a standard contract
  Types of insurance that will shield your business
  The details of cost accounting
  The ethics of consulting
  How forensics applies to arboriculture and 
environmental consulting

  The skills to write comprehensive and effective 
reports

  Different approaches to business development
  The consultant’s role in contentious situations

And, each student will have one-on-one time  
with their own coach. Space is limited.  
Visit www.asca-consultants.org to register today.

Interested in building your own 
consulting career? Here’s a couple  
of ways to get started:

2011 asca annual conference
November 30 –December 3
Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe
Incline Village, Nevada

Become an asca Member
Visit asca-consultants.org for a 
full list of benefits.

Take Your Career 
  to the Next Level
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